English Policy 
Our English Vision

At Morley Victoria we want our teaching of English to capture the imagination of our pupils. English has such an important place in education and in society. We aim to empower the children by giving them the opportunities and guidance to develop their skills to be confident at speaking, listening, reading and writing.  A high-quality education in English will teach children to speak and write fluently, so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. We wish to celebrate English in all its diversity and be enthusiastic and creative in our delivery of its content, but at the same time approaching it in a prescriptive way so that knowledge and skills are progressive across the school. We aim to deliver the English curriculum to all pupils through our broad and balanced, wider curriculum, in a way that is accessible, relevant and challenging. Above all we will strive to promote a love of reading and writing that will enrich the lives of the children we teach and develop the foundations the children need before moving onto the next stage of their education.

National Curriculum Aims:
The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils: 

· Read easily, fluently and with good understanding.
· Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information. 

· Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language.
· Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage. 

· Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences. 

· Use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas.
· Are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.
Spoken Language:
· Children are taught to speak clearly and convey ideas confidently using standard English. 
· Learn to justify ideas with reasons; ask questions to check understanding; develop vocabulary and build knowledge; negotiate; evaluate and build on the ideas of others; and select the appropriate register for effective communication. 
· The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their vocabulary and their grammatical understanding for reading and writing. This will enable them to clarify their thinking as well as organise their ideas for writing.
· Be taught to understand and use the conventions for discussion and debate.

· Participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding associated with the artistic practice of drama. Adopt, create and sustain a range of roles, responding appropriately to others in role. They should have opportunities to improvise, devise and script drama for one another and a range of audiences, as well as to rehearse, refine, share and respond thoughtfully to drama and theatre performances.
Early Reading and Phonics: 
· At Morley Victoria we teach early reading and phonics from Nursery to Year 2, with specific tailored interventions where necessary in KS2. 

· Phonics is taught daily from Reception to Year 2 and any children who require phonics teaching in KS2 receive this regularly. 

· As a school, we follow the Bug Club phonics scheme and use the linked banded reading books alongside the supporting resources, such as grapheme cards, sound mats, word cards and online resources. 
· We follow the prescribed Bug Club phonics order of teaching and have our own long-term plan to ensure the coverage and pace of teaching is appropriate for the needs of our pupils.
· The Bug Club Phonics books match specifically to each phonics phase of learning and are matched specifically to each child’s current reading level.

· Class teachers complete Running Records at least half termly with each child to inform teaching, establish targets and ensure correct book bands. These are also completed when a child moves book band or if there are questions or concerns regarding progress.

· Alongside the phonics teaching, children are taught to instantly recognise and read the first 100 High Frequency words which include the tricky words from the Bug Club scheme. These words have been split into sets within each phonics phase and the order in which they are taught matches the order in which they occur within the reading scheme.
· Children take home grapheme flashcards which match the phonemes they have been taught as well as their current set of high frequency words and their band matched reading books.
· Sound buttons and lines are used throughout the EYFS provision to support and encourage children to read words in the environment.
· Planning for reading is integrated into English and topic planning and cross-curricular links are explored whenever possible.
Individual Reading:
Every week, each child reads with a member of staff on a 1:1 basis in EYFS and KS1. In KS2, this also applies for all children until they are fluent readers. Intervention is planned and implemented for certain children to ensure that they are read with more than once a week where needed. This is supported by our group of volunteer readers who have been trained in-house in the process of reading. Each volunteer has a group of children who they read with on an individual basis every week.
Whole Class Reading (Years 1-6): 
At Morley Victoria we teach whole class reading which allows us to explicitly teach the ‘Magnificent Seven’ reading skills (Visualise, Infer, Question and Predict, Evaluate, Summarise, Connect and Monitor.) Teachers carefully select a text or novel that is pitched beyond the expected level at which the children are working independently. Across the week children are exposed to fluency lessons which develops speed reading, vocabulary, questioning and grammatical elements of the text. Vocabulary Busts are used to explore new words and help the children to develop their knowledge of these. This approach to reading promotes staff modelling good reading and prosody. Staff use a variety of read aloud, think aloud techniques to model comprehension skills to the children and children read in class regularly either in groups, pairs or independently to develop their fluency.
Reading for Pleasure
Reading is seen as the master skill at Morley Victoria, and we aim to get all children reading for pleasure as quickly as possible. We have a well-stocked library that the children access on a regular basis, doing so more independently as they move through school. Both our KS1 and KS2 libraries are stocked with high quality fiction, non-fiction and poetry texts and these are added to weekly with our books of the week. We are working hard to ensure that our book offer reflects all of the children in our school to ensure that everyone can see themselves in the books they read. In EYFS the children take part in a weekly book club which enables children to select a fiction/non-fiction book of their choice.
Reading for pleasure is continually encouraged by staff across school through Whole Class Reading, book reviews and discussions about books we have loved but we also have a number of initiatives that aim to further develop the children’s love of reading. We celebrate World Book Day in different ways each year, hold assemblies about reading, have reading ambassadors in KS2 who read with our younger children and each classroom has a high-quality reading environment. We also promote “Books of the Month” in KS1 and KS2 which includes fiction, non-fiction and poetry choices.
Vocabulary Development: 
· Pupils expand the vocabulary choices that are available to them when they write. In addition, it is vital for pupils’ comprehension that they understand the meanings of words they meet in their reading across all subjects.
· Our whole class reading approach is particularly important to induct pupils into the language which defines each subject. Vocabulary Busts are used to explore new words and help the children to develop their knowledge of these.
· Teachers use the ‘Stages of Knowing Words’ planning document which helps to build this knowledge and to help children to retain this. 
· In EYFS, dual coding is used to support children with learning new vocabulary.
Writing - EYFS
· Within Early Years we are exploring the Message Centre as a way of encouraging early writing at Morley Victoria. Children explore mark making to represent their meaning to allow them to send messages to their peers and teachers. Teachers leave messages around the environment to encourage the children to interact with mark making equipment in the message centres that are part of provision. 

· In Reception, we have introduced Drawing Club. Drawing Club incorporates story sharing, speaking and listening, drawing, writing, vocabulary, mathematics, imagination and collaboration. Children are introduced to new vocabulary linked to the story or animation and are invited to Drawing Club, where they may draw a character, setting or event. They can innovate their drawings and add secret passwords, magic powers or spells, hidden symbols, letters or numerals. 

· We use a range of activities to help develop fine motor skills, as well as teaching handwriting in the four-letter families (Long Ladders, Curly Caterpillars, One-armed Robots, Zig-zag Monsters).
Writing – KS1 & KS2

In KS2 we follow the Morley Victoria writing process:
· Writing units begin with a hook from a novel, and experience or a film clip that is used as a springboard for the piece of writing.

· The Children are then immersed in the genre they are studying and shown WAGOLLs to help them identify specific features of the genre.
· Speaking and listening and drama sessions are used to develop children’s understanding of narrative structures, characters and settings as well as orally rehearsing sentences and texts.  

· Teachers model grammatical elements, sentence structures, vocabulary use during modelled writing before moving onto shared writing where the class work together to develop a piece of writing. 

· The children are then moved to guided writing where they work with the teacher to develop specific elements of their writing, and finally independent writing and publishing. 

· These elements of shared, guided and independent writing form a series of shorter build up pieces that build towards the longer final piece. 

· Throughout each unit children are taught specific grammar objectives that link directly to the 2014 National Curriculum.

· Editing is explicitly taught. EYFS and Y1 use the ‘5 Finger Checker’ to make changes to their writing and Y2 and KS2 use ARMS and COPS to develop their writing. 
Planning:
Teachers work together to plan the overall English programme for their year group, ensuring balance and progression across the Key Stages.
Long-term Planning is guided by the National Curriculum Programmes of Study for English and identifies the coverage and skills required at each stage.
Medium-term Planning is based on the curriculum/topic areas each year group is working on. Teachers will plan to teach a variety of genres through these topics following the Morley Victoria writing process and including the grammar techniques set out in the National Curriculum. Basic skills are a vital component of the teaching of English, and this has been a high priority at Morley Victoria.
Short-term Planning is undertaken by year group teams on a weekly basis, setting out specific learning challenges for each lesson and considering the children’s prior learning. Short-term plans are uploaded onto the One Drive and are monitored by SLT and curriculum leaders. 
Assessment and Record Keeping:
The assessment of English is continuous and informs the planning process. Teachers use the ‘Feedback Five’ marking and feedback strategy to inform their teaching and future planning. It is vital that gaps are identified and addressed through the editing and marking and feedback processes to enable our pupils to meet the required standard.
Assessments made during lessons and in the evaluation of children’s work help teachers to adjust their daily plans. Half termly assessments for writing, and on-going assessment for reading, measure the progress against our internal assessment system and the exemplification materials in Years 2 and 6.
Summative assessments are made three times a year in October, February and June, and are used to track progress against school benchmarks, and local and national targets. These are then discussed at pupil progress meetings with the Headteacher. 
At the end of the school year, Years 1 (Phonics Screening), 2 and 6 also undertake the statutory end of Key Stage Assessments. These long-term assessments enable teachers to set targets for the next school year and to summarise the progress of each pupil before reporting this to families in the end of year report.
Curriculum leaders will monitor in a variety of ways including learning walks, lesson visits, talking to children, looking at planning, discussions with staff at pupil progress meetings, gathering evidence/samples of work and book scrutiny.
Teachers keep records of progress in reading, writing, spelling, reading at home, book bands and phonics on the in-house tracking system. Records are used to inform planning; help to track children and highlight any issues that can be addressed.
Inclusion:
The teaching of English is in accordance with Morley Victoria’s policy for equal opportunities. We aim to provide equal access to the English curriculum to all of our pupils. Appropriate resources are used to support individual needs, including children with specific needs, by providing suitable support and enrichment.
Home-School links:
The school operates an ‘open door’ policy where families can come into school at any time to discuss any problems or issues with their child’s learning.  Communication between the child’s teacher and family with regards to reading is maintained through the ‘Reading Records’ or planners.  This allows the child, teacher and family to record what is being read and comment on the child’s progress. We have held information workshops for reading and phonics to inform families about the importance of reading and to share with them how we teach reading in school. Learning Review Meetings are held twice yearly to discuss the progress of each child in English.

This policy will be reviewed on an annual basis or in the light of changes to legal requirements.
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