Getting to Grips with Grammar 

Guide for Parents
Year 1 and 2

By the end of Year 1 most children should know…
· How words can combine to make sentences;

· How to join words and clauses using and ;

· How to sequence sentences to form short narratives;

· How to separate words with spaces;

· How to use capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences.  

· How to use capital letters for names and for the personal pronoun I

· What nouns, verbs and adjectives are.

 Words for pupils: letter, capital letter, word, singular, plural, sentence, punctuation, full stop, question mark, exclamation mark

By the end of Year 2 most children should understand…
· What nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs are.

· Subordination – using…when, if, that, because,.

· Coordination – using…or, and , but;

· How to expand noun phrases for description and specification; (e.g. the blue butterfly, plain flour)

· How the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function as a statement, question, exclamation or command.
· How to make the correct choice of present tense and past tense.

· The use of the progressive form of verbs in the present and past tense to mark actions in progress; (e.g. she is drumming; he was shouting.)
· The use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences. 
· Commas to separate items in a list;

· The use of apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark singular possession in nouns. (e.g. the girl’s name.)

Words for pupils: noun, noun phrase, statement, question, exclamation,

command, compound, adjective, verb, suffix, adverb, tense (past, present),

apostrophe, comma.

Tricky terminology explained: 

The four sentence types:
Statement- A sentence stating a fact or providing information. E.g. The boy wore glasses.
Question- Usually begins who, what, where, when, why, how, does, do. Ends with a question mark. E.g. Where are your glasses?

Exclamation – Begins how or what and must contain a verb. E.g. What large glasses you have!
Command- Begins with an imperative (bossy) verb. E.g. Put your glasses on.
Apostrophes

Contractions- when two words are shortened to make one word and apostrophe is used to mark the omitted letter/s.

e.g. isn’t, can’t, would’ve

Possession- An apostrophe is used to show possession e.g. The boy’s car, Lucy’s chair, the dog’s kennel
Noun – A way of recognising a noun is as the name of an object, person, place or thing. E.g. bed, castle, dog, child.
Verb – A way of recognising a verb is as a doing or action word. They usually have a tense. E.g ran, running, run, talk, talking talked.
Adjective – a way of recognising an adjective is that it can describe a noun. E.g. small car, red balloon, shiny handle
Adverb – modifies a verb or adjective. Often tells us how something happens. E.g. moved quickly, jumped high, really exciting
Proper noun- Name of a specific person, place or thing. Days of the week and months of the year are also proper nouns. These need a capital letter. E.g. Pudsey, Mary, Tuesday, March
Noun Phrase- an adjective and a noun e.g. small bed, pretty garden

Expanded Noun Phrase – a noun phrase with extra detail after the noun e.g.  small bed made of wood, pretty garden with a white fence.
Conjunction- A conjunction links two words or phrases together. There are two main types of conjunctions:  
co-ordinating conjunctions (e.g. and) link two words or phrases together as an equal pair  
subordinating conjunctions (e.g. when) introduce a subordinate clause.

Suffix- letters added at the end of the root word such as: ing, ed, ment, ful, ness
Activities to try at home:

Reading Book Hunt

Look for examples of punctuation, word classes and sentence types in your child’s reading book. 
Spot the sentence
Provide a list of sentences, some of which don’t make sense. Can the children spot which is a real sentence? Why? Change them together.

Missing finger spaces

Write up a sentence without the finger spaces and read it aloud. Does it make sense? Why not? Can you say where the words should be separated? 
Perfect punctuation

Write a short piece of text with full stops in the wrong place. Read it through together. Does it sound right? Alter it by reading through and listening to hear when the sentence is complete. Correct accordingly.

The Proper Noun Alphabet Race 
Hold an alphabet race in pairs, giving a proper noun for each letter and, if able, use alliteration:

A is for Archie, an amiable ant.

B is for Boris, a beautiful bear.
Improving a sentence

Start with a simple sentence. Improve it by…

Adding an adjective, changing the verb, use a conjunction to add more detail, include an adverb.

e.g. The man drank the water. 

The sweaty man gulped the ice cold water quickly because he had just finished a long run.

Dictation sentences

Say a sentence aloud. (This could be read out from a book) Children to write it down, including all the correct punctuation and spellings. Make it trickier by including contractions ( e.g. don’t, isn’t ) and proper nouns (London, Wednesday). 
Try some of these online activities to support your child’s learning…

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy2.htm
http://www.sentenceplay.co.uk/
http://www.funenglishgames.com/grammargames.html
