Getting to Grips with Grammar 

Guide for Parents

Year 3 and 4

By the end of Year 3 most children should know…  

· How to express time, place and cause using conjunctions – (e.g. when, before, after, while, so, because), adverbs (e.g. then, next, soon, therefore), or prepositions (e.g. before, after, during, in, because of).  

· The basics of using paragraphs as a way of grouping related material;

· How to use headings and sub headings to aid presentation;

· How to use the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple past (e.g. He has gone out to play. contrasted with… He went out to play ). 

· How to use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech. 

Words for pupils: adverb, preposition, conjunction, word family, prefix, clause, direct speech, consonant, vowel, inverted commas (or ‘speech marks’).
By the end of Year 4 most children should know…  

· How to expand noun phrases by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases (e.g. the teacher expanded to: the strict teacher with curly red hair),  

· About fronted adverbials (e.g. Later that day, I heard the bad news). 

· Use of commas after fronted adverbials. 

· How to use paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme.

· How to choose the correct pronoun or noun within and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition; 

· How to use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech (e.g. a comma after the reporting clause; end punctuation within inverted commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”).  

· Apostrophes to mark singular and plural possession (e.g. the girl’s name, the girls’ names ). 

Words for pupils: determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial;
Tricky Terminology Explained:

Prefix- letters at the beginning of a root word. E.g. Pre, De, Re, Un, Dis 
Clause- a special type of phrase whose head is a verb. Clauses can sometimes be complete sentences. Clauses may be main or subordinate. 
Examples: 

It was raining. [single-clause sentence]

It was raining but we were indoors. [two clauses] 

If you are coming to the party, please let us know. [subordinate clause inside a main clause] 
Usha went upstairs to play on her computer. [non-finite clause]
Adverb- modifies a verb or adjective. Often tells us how something happens. E.g. moved quickly, jumped high, really exciting
Adverbial- a word or phrase that is used, like an adverb, to modify a verb or clause
Adverbials show …

· Where- in the park, at the shop, over the hill, in forests, next to the bowl

· When- at midnight, later that day, next morning, during the Jurassic period, until you reach the station

· Frequency- often, never, regularly, daily, rarely

· How- in silence, angrily, with a smile, as carefully as you can, with great skill, cautiously

· Degree of intensity- very, fairly, really, extremely, incredibly, slightly, quite

Fronted Adverbial - an adverbial which has been moved before the verb.  E.g. Later that day…., After the concert….
Preposition- often describes location or direction. E.g. above, over, behind, 
Conjunction- A conjunction links two words or phrases together. There are two main types of conjunctions:  
co-ordinating conjunctions (e.g. and) link two words or phrases together as an equal pair  
subordinating conjunctions (e.g. when) introduce a subordinate clause.
Determiner- a determiner specifies a noun and can be…

articles (e.g. the, a, an) 
demonstratives (e.g. this, those)  

possessives (e.g. my, your)

quantifiers (e.g. some, every).
Pronoun – a word used instead of a noun. E.g He, she, him, her, it
Possessive pronoun – A pronoun showing possession e.g. his, hers, mine, yours.
Activities to try at home:

Reading Book Hunt

Look for examples of punctuation, word classes and sentence types in your child’s reading book. 
Improving a sentence

Start with a simple sentence. Improve it by…

Adding an adjective, changing the verb, use a conjunction to add more detail, include an adverb.

e.g. The man drank the water. 

The sweaty man gulped the ice cold water quickly because he had just finished a long run.

Scriptwriter! 

Look at a short piece of film with the sound turned down (not too many characters). Look at the action and discuss what the characters might be saying to each other. What sort of mood are they in? How would they be talking? – shouting, whispering, grunting etc. Write out the dialogue using speech marks and the correct punctuation. Try to avoid using ‘said ‘all of the time. “I want to be the top man! “bellowed the Godfather. “Why is that? “ enquired his son.
Make as many as you can… root words 

The challenge is to find as many words as you can from one root …e.g. wind – windy, windier, windfall, windpipe, windscreen, window etc. 
Contractions…

Read this with a parent and use an apostrophe when you miss out a letter or letters.

If you do not understand something, it is always best to ask for help. What would you do if you broke a finger? You would go to the doctor. He would treat the finger. He would give you good advice. If you did not listen to the doctor, you would be very silly. It is the same in school. We are here to learn things. So when we do not understand something, we should ask for help. That makes sense, does it not?
Possessive apostrophes

We also use an apostrophe to show that something

belongs to someone or to something. In other words, they possess it, so we call it the possessive apostrophe.

Put the apostrophes in the correct place in each sentence.

1) Where is the boys pencil?
2) That is my mothers best friend.

3) Sallys jacket needs mending.

4) The birds wing is broken.

5) The childrens minibus has arrived.

6) Why is Davids sister crying?
7) James answer is correct.
8) Who took the boys bicycles?
9) This books last page is missing.
10) The ladies room is over there.

Try some of these online activities to support your child’s learning…

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=47
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy2.htm
http://www.sentenceplay.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/spelling_grammar/
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2literacy.html
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/grammar/punctuation.htm
http://www.oswego.org/ocsd-web/match/matchgeneric.asp?filename=jwildecontractions
http://bigbrownbear.co.uk/demo/rocket.htm
http://www.funenglishgames.com/grammargames/verbnounadjective.html
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/grammargames/pandapopPartsofSpeech.htm
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/grammar/adjectives.htm
