Getting to Grips with Grammar 
Guide for Parents

Year 5 and 6

By the end of Year 5 most children should know…  

· How to use relative clauses, beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that, or an omitted relative pronoun.  

· How to indicate degrees of possibility using adverbs (e.g. perhaps, surely) or modal verbs (e.g. might, should, will, must).  

· How to link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time (e.g. later , before, then), place (e.g. nearby, far away) and number (e.g. secondly, finally) or tense choices (e.g. he had seen her before)  

· How to use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis (e.g. While on holiday in London, Simon Schmidt, a fireman from New York, rescued a cat from a tree). 

Words used by pupils… modal verb, relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash, cohesion, ambiguity. 

By the end of Year 6 most children should know…  

· The use of the passive to affect the presentation of information in a sentence (e.g. I broke the window in the greenhouse - instead of… The window in the greenhouse was broken [by me]).  

· The difference between the use of informal speech or slang and that of a formal type of speech and writing (e.g. the use of question tags… He’s your friend, isn’t he?).

· How to link ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: repetition of a word or phrase; grammatical connections (e.g. the use of adverbials such as …on the other hand, in contrast or as a consequence) and ellipsis…  

· How to use layout devices (e.g. headings, subheadings, columns, bullets or tables, to structure text).  

· The use of the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary between independent clauses (e.g. It’s raining; I’m fed up).  

· The use of the colon to introduce a list and the use of semi-colons within lists.  

· The punctuation of bullet points to list information.  

· How hyphens can be used to avoid ambiguity, (e.g. man eating shark or man-eating shark, recover or re-cover). 

Words used by pupils… subject, object, active, passive, synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-colon and  bullet points.

Tricky Terminology Explained

Modal verb Modal verbs are used to change the meaning of other verbs. They can express meanings such as certainty, ability, or obligation. The main modal verbs are will, would, can, could, may, might, shall, should, must and ought

(e.g. I can do this maths work by myself. This ride may be too scary for you! You should help your little brother. Is it going to rain? Yes, it might).

Relative pronoun - A type of pronoun that often introduces relative clauses in sentences. The most common are which, that, whose, whoever, whomever, who and whom.
Relative clause- A special type of subordinate clause that modifies a noun. It often does this by using a relative pronoun such as who or that to refer back to that noun, though the relative pronoun that is often omitted.

(e.g. That’s the boy who lives near school. [who refers back to boy] The prize that I won was a book. [that refers back to prize] The prize I won was a book. [the pronoun that is omitted] Tom broke the game, which annoyed Ali. [which refers back to the whole clause])
Parenthesis - A word or phrase inserted as an explanation or afterthought into a passage which is grammatically complete without it. We usually use brackets, dashes, or commas to separate parenthesis.

E.g. The sweet shop (which you probably visited in the summer) opens today at noon. 

Thousands of people – like the ones you have seen on the film – are now at risk of serious famine.

Cohesion - Cohesion is the grammatical linking within a text or sentence that holds a text together and gives it meaning. 
Ambiguity – A word or sentence that is not clear about the intention or meaning.

Subject - The subject of a verb is normally the noun, noun phrase or pronoun that names the ‘do-er’ or ‘be-er’. The subject’s normal position is:  just before the verb in a statement or just after the auxiliary verb, in a question.

E.g Rula’s mother went out. 
That is uncertain. 
The children will study the animals. 
Will the children study the animals?
Object- An object is normally a noun, pronoun or noun phrase that comes straight after the verb, and shows what the verb is acting upon.
E.g Year 2 designed puppets. [noun acting as object] I like that. [pronoun acting as object]
Active -  A sentence is written in active voice when the subject of the sentence is performing the action.
E.g The cat was chasing the mouse.
In this sentence, 'the cat' is the subject, 'was chasing' is the verb and 'the mouse' is the object.
Passive - A sentence is written in passive voice when the subject of the sentence has something done to it by someone or something.
E.g The mouse was being chased by the cat.
In this sentence 'the mouse' has become the subject which is having something done to it by the cat.
Synonym- words with a similar meaning.
E.g big, large, enormous

Antonym – words with opposite meaning
E.g Big/small, tall/short, high/low

Activities to try at home:

Reading Book Hunt

Look for examples of punctuation, word classes and sentence types in your child’s reading book. Can you find examples of parenthesis or sentences which use semi-colons?
Improving a sentence

Start with a simple sentence. Improve it by…

Adding an adjective, changing the verb, use a conjunction to add more detail, include an adverb.

e.g. The man drank the water. 

The sweaty man gulped the ice cold water quickly because he had just finished a long run.

Can you include parentheses in your sentence?

Crazy clauses

You need to put together a collection of about ten completely unconnected nouns – custard, hippo, sausage, Skegness, pimple, pencil, sunflower, photocopier, firework, slug.

Tell them that they are going to write a sentence that is going to begin with either… although, because, after, instead or despite.

At random give them two of the nouns.

Now write your sentence, make sure that it is correctly punctuated and that it makes sense… 
E.g Although the custard was hot and sweet, the hippo still managed to take a bath in it. 
Despite eating a large slug for breakfast, the man cycled to Skegness.

The comma - what it is and when to use it

With your adult, work out where commas are needed in these sentences:

1 Everyone brought flour milk eggs and sugar to class.

2 The head teacher wants to see Jodie Jamal Tom and Nafissa.

3 Come here Hilary.

4 My dog a black and white terrier is called Roxy.

5 Whitstable a small town in Kent is five miles from Canterbury.

6 “Sit down here” she said.

7 Jane said “I think it's going to rain.”

8 Hetal one of the quietest girls in the class got 100% in the test.

9 If at first you don't succeed try try again.

10 I think I’ve learned to use full stops question marks exclamation marks and commas correctly.

Semi colon - things to note

· the semi-colon separates two complete sentences;

· the second sentence has a strong relation to the first sentence;

· the semi-colon can be used in the place of a conjunction;

· do not use a capital letter after a semi-colon unless it would have one anyway; for example ‘I’ or a proper noun such as a name.

Add semi-colons where appropriate and explain why they are there.

1. We missed the last bus we had to walk all the way home.

2. Dogs are pack animals cats are solitary creatures.

3. Gabe has taken up the guitar I pity his poor neighbours.

4. A smile is the shortest distance between friends smile a lot.

5. Girls are from Venus boys are from Mars that’s a scientific fact.

6. Amber wore a white dress for the wedding Archie wore his kilt.

7. You said robbing the bank would be easy why are we in prison then?

8. I beg your pardon I didn’t promise you a rose garden.

9. Suzie stayed out in the sun too long she looks like a greasy chip.

10. I thought semi-colons were difficult they’re actually quite easy!

Try some of these online activities to support your child’s learning…

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=47
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy2.htm
http://www.sentenceplay.co.uk/
http://www.funenglishgames.com/grammargames/verbnounadjective.html
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/grammargames/pandapopPartsofSpeech.htm
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/grammar/adjectives.htm
