Climate Change Policy

Rationale
This policy outlines the teaching and management of the Climate Change Education taught and learnt at Morley Victoria Primary School. We understand the importance in teaching children about worldwide issues current leaders are facing. Climate change is at the forefront and we see it as our responsibility to ensure our children not only hold the knowledge to understand the problem but can actively participate in questioning solutions and begin to take actions themselves. Some of the challenges involved in climate change may feel big and scary for children; we offer a safe, guided space to explore what is happening in the world and reflect to help develop a sense of shared responsibility, building upon their understanding and feeling empowered to become active citizens within their community.
The aims and objectives
The aims and objective of Climate Change education at Morley Victoria are:
· To understand and address the impact of global warming
· To promote respect towards nature and our environment
· Understand the causes and consequences of climate change
· Understand how climate change will directly affect their own community and others around the world
· To encourage changes in attitude and behaviour regarding sustainable lifestyles
· to encourage in children a commitment to sustainable development and an appreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ means
· to develop a variety of other skills, including those of enquiry, problem solving, computing, investigation and how to present their conclusions in the most appropriate way.

Teaching and learning
We interlink our climate change curriculum with our Geography teaching and learning as many of the objectives are transferable. We also appreciate the ties between science and PSHE so many of the objectives are taught cross-curricular. We also understand the value of discrete climate change lessons so have therefore dedicated ‘theme weeks and days’ to teaching climate change.
Our teaching and learning styles in climate change focus on ensuring children are aware they are in a safe and guided space, allowing for plenty of reflection to take place and discussion around our actions and consequences. We encourage children to think about their own views and feelings related to climate change and their prior experiences.
We aim to ensure the teaching and learning is immersive, powerful and inclusive to all children. We allow children lots of time to work within a group to include discussions and pivotal deep-thinking moments developing the children’s enquiry, investigating and problem-solving skills. Through circle times we respectfully listen to our peers, giving them the opportunity to share their thoughts. We aim to take the learning outside as much as possible, this brings the lesson to life with children completing their own nature walks, litter picks and explorations into their environment. We use computing where appropriate in teaching climate change. The children find, select, and analyse information, using the internet. They also use computing to review, modify and evaluate their work and to improve its presentation.
Assessment
We assess the children’s work in climate change through instant feedback or one of the Feedback 5 and observation during lessons. Once the children complete a piece of work, we mark and comment as necessary against the lesson objective ensuring the children are aware of where they need to take their learning next.

Resources
The school library has a good supply of Climate Change topic books available to be used by teachers and pupils at any time.  We also loan topic boxes from the School Library Service. Computer software is available to support the children’s individual research and we make use of the wealth of resources online including videos. The outdoor space within school is varied and diverse allowing for outdoor learning to take place. As climate change is taught cross-curricular the store cupboard has both science and geography equipment both of which can be used for climate change lessons. We also subscribe to WWF.org.uk which holds a range of online and printable resources.
Monitoring and Review
It is the responsibility of the climate change subject leader to monitor the standards of children’s work and the quality of teaching in science. The climate change subject leader is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of climate change, for being informed about current developments in the subject and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The subject leader gives the headteacher an annual summary report in which s/he evaluates strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further improvement. The climate change subject leader has specially allocated time for fulfilling the vital task of reviewing samples of children’s work and visiting classes to observe teaching in the subject, all records of this are found in the subject leaders files.
