Morley Victoria Primary School
Modern Foreign Languages Curriculum Policy

Rationale for Teaching Languages at Morley Victoria Primary School

As the UK becomes increasingly multicultural, we have a duty to provide our children with an understanding of other cultures and languages. Since 2014 it has been statutory for KS2 children to learn a language other than English. At Morley Victoria we strongly believe in the benefit of this and strive for our children to be empathetic, well-informed and respectful citizens.

Since September 2020 we have been teaching French throughout Key Stage 2. A four plan was implemented to ensure a consistent approach to the teaching and learning of MFL and that any previous gaps in knowledge were addressed. Staff undertook some CPD to build confidence and ensure better teaching, learning and progression in this Curriculum Area. 

Revisions have now been made to both the content and teaching of the French Curriculum for 2024/25. These will be fully evaluated at the end of each half term and amendments made if required. A full review will be carried out at the end of this academic year.

The children will take part in weekly languages lessons, every other half term, to give them both the skills to speak another language and to gain understanding of cultures other than their own. Foundation Stage and KS1 children will receive language experience in the form of whole school language events and some implementation of language input to prepare them for the more formal curriculum of Key Stage 2. 
Learning a language enriches the curriculum, providing excitement, enjoyment and challenge for children and teachers, helping to create enthusiastic learners and to develop positive attitudes to language learning throughout life. The natural links between languages and other areas of the curriculum can enhance the overall teaching and learning experience. The skills, knowledge and understanding gained make a major contribution to the development of children's oracy and literacy and to their awareness and understanding of their own culture/s and those of others. Language also lies at the heart of ideas about individual identity and community and learning another language can do a great deal to shape children's ideas in this critical area as well as giving them a new perspective on their own language.
Our aims of teaching MFL are for children to:

· gain enjoyment, pride and a sense of achievement;
· explore their own cultural identities and those of others;
· foster an interest in learning another language;
· become aware that language has a structure, and that this structure differs from one language to another including basic grammar;
· develop speaking and listening skills including understanding, accurate pronunciation and conversation;
· read, follow and enjoy a variety of short stories;
· write words and short sentences
· explore and apply strategies to improve their learning.




Teaching and learning styles and procedures

At Morley Victoria we have a bespoke French Curriulum that was written by the Curriulum Leader who assessed the needs of the school and cross referenced this with the National Curriculum and the knowledge and skills the children require to develop a life-long love of languages.

At Morley Victoria we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our MFL lessons – which will consist of at least one 30 minute session per week, every other half term in addition to spontaneus langauge usage. Our principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills, and understanding. The children will have the opportunity to support their work with a variety of resources – taken mainly from the schemes of work “La Jolie Ronde”, “Lightbulb Languages” and “Rachel Hawkes Language Learning”. We will aim for a balance of whole class, group and independent learning.

Teachers are encouraged to use French on a regular basis, whenever possible, to prevent French becoming a bolt on subject - completing the register in French, or having classroom objects labelled in the language is a perfect way to facilitate this. 

MFL curriculum planning

As MFL teaching is a statutory National Curriculum requirement for KS2 children we use the KS2 Languages Framework as the basis for implementing the requirements of the programme of study for MFL. By July 2024 our four year plan (as previously mentioned) was fully implemented, and now has a variety of theme and skill coverage showing progression beween Years 3 and 6. 

Our current long term plan gives details of the main teaching themes for each term and year group. These plans define what topic we teach, and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term. These may change if one off events arise, ie, the World Cup. 

The class teachers have been provided with a short-term plan for the teaching of MFL which shows, in detail, the activities and focus of the lessons. Whilst the Curriuculum Leader will be teaching the majoirty of French Lessons in 24/25, the class teachers will be responsible for knowing what is being taught and when; and will revise and practice to ensure retrieval of knowledge and skills are evident in each half term.


Assessment for learning

All Key Stage 2 children will self-assess using a bespoke termly “Language Passport” linked to their learning for each year that they are in KS2. The passport will be used as a form of self-assessment across all the topics covered in French lessons and will allow the Curriculum Leader to use this as an assessment tool to imform future teaching. This method of assessment for learning allows the curriculum to become bespoke for each cohort and ensures full coverage of the National Curriculum aims. The passport will also ask the children to comment on their favourite part of their French learning that term and what they would like to learn in the future. This will help us to continually develop our French curriculum at Morley Victoria.

This policy will be reviewed annually.
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