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SMSC in Climate Change
Spiritual Development
When learning about climate change, particularly the impact human life has had on nature and the environment, it offers lots of opportunity for the children to reflect and form their own values and beliefs. For example, we give children the chance to observe, listen and look at problems facing our planet such as natural disasters, plastic pollution, carbon emissions and let them explore how they feel in regard to these subjects. We encourage the children to be curious about the world in which we live and to ask questions about the future of our planet. This is crucial and allows children to think about the choices they make day to day and how this may impact the environment.
Moral Development
All climate change issues have a moral dimension. Learning about the impact of human life on our planet and the relationship between the environment and those that inhabit it. Climate change raises an abundance of critical deep-thinking questions; for example, ‘Should we destroy the homes of hundreds of animals to suit the needs of humans?’
Discussion and decision-making exercises allow children to explore these issues in a safe, guided environment where they will learn about the effects of actions on various societies within the world. They will also develop their own moral compass regarding the climate change issue and begin to act on this.
Social Development
Divulging into issues around climate change provides a great opportunity for pair/group work to help develop a healthy discussion. It is important to hear the views of their peers alongside using technology to hear how climate change has affected people in other parts of the world – particularly less developed countries. Climate change also lends itself well to work within the community. Activities may include litter picking, looking at local recycling, sustainable supermarket evaluations, which all help to create a sustainable society.
Cultural Development
When looking at climate change it is important to first think locally, then nationally and finally internationally. The children become aware of the different cultures around them and those further afield and begin to consider how this can affect the impact of climate change. The children will also develop an understanding of potential sustainable futures and how this will benefit different cultures around the world. 
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