Governor Statements 


Claire Skeet
Hi, I’m Claire and I now just have one child at Morley Victoria Primary School, my son now attends a local secondary school. As an ex pupil of the school myself I have a long-standing relationship with the school and have also sat on the PFA for several years.

After taking a career break to care for my children I now work part time as a book keeper for a Morley based flooring company. I have 20 years experience within the finance industry and feel that this broad depth of knowledge will be beneficial to the Morley Victoria Governing Body. I am passionate about my children’s education and the education of the children in the local area.

Julie Hardaker
My career background is in education.  I have taught the Primary age range for 37 years, almost 34 of which were challenging but incredibly happy years at Morley Victoria.

I strongly believe in the importance of children’s positive experiences of life and school in developing positive attitudes, skills and interests for their future and for the future of our world.  I believe that it is crucial for teachers, supports staff and adults within the whole school community to use an emotionally intelligent approach as well as to be focused on the progress of their pupils.  The ensures that the children can be emotionally settled, ready to learn, make academic progress and achieve their goals.  Morley Victoria put this approach at the centre of learning for pupils.

I worked mainly in the Foundation Stage of Learning and was Music Leader for many years, as well as being involved in Special Educational Needs and training students and newly qualified teachers.

I have a very good understanding of the history of Morley Victoria, having taught both children and their parents.

My understanding of the work the Governors is well embedded because of my strong involvement in the Governing Body during my years as Assistant Headteacher.

In 2015 I retired early to look after my elderly mum who was needing a lot of support and care.  My husband Mick and I are blessed with four young granddaughters and I love being involved in their school run, homework and activities in their schools from a different perspective.

My own children attended Morley Victoria many years ago and this school runs through my blood.  I am thoroughly enjoying being involved in the school again as a member of the Governing Body.

Jo Wood
I have been working at Morley Victoria now for over 20 years.  I started at the school as an NQT and have grown up and developed with the school and I am now very proud to call myself the Headteacher.  I am passionate about making Morley Victoria a great place for children to learn, grow and develop emotionally, socially and academically.  

My role on the Governing Body is to be a critical friend and help the Governors to understand the policies and procedures in school.  I attend all of the Committees and regularly meet with different Governors about various aspects of school life. The Governing Body is a great team to be part of.



Julia Britton
Morley Victoria has been my second home and family for over 20 years. Having started my career at the school as an NQT, I progressed to being a Key Stage Manager then Assistant Headteacher then Deputy Headteacher and eventually became a Co-Headteacher of the school. Having recently left the school for personal reasons I felt that I still had so much more to give, so offered my expertise as part of the Governing Body. I was delighted that the offer was accepted.  Morley Victoria is a very special place, where children learn, grow and thrive in the care of a team of great staff. The school values are not only to equip children with academic qualifications but to give them the personal and social skills to become well rounded individuals, who leave the school with the knowledge and confidence to carry on being successful. 

Part of my role in school is to be a critical friend and hold the school to account. I am also the Safeguarding Governor as I was a Designated Safeguarding Lead when I was in school. 

I am very proud to be part of the Morley Victoria team.

Reena Sharma 
I am delighted to have the opportunity of becoming a part of the Governing Body at Morley Victoria as a co-opted governor. My son is now at high school but he was at Morley Victoria so I got involved with the PFA (parents and friends association) and now I am a Co-Opted Governor. I am looking forward to engaging further with the school as my daughter is in Year 1, still very much at the start of her journey.
 
I have been working in the NHS for 18 years, including health professional’s education. I hope to bring my experience, skills and breadth of knowledge to excel in my role as a Governor. I am able to offer to the team my skills and knowledge in medicines, health coaching, safeguarding, mental health and well-being. 

I can see the passion, hard work and dedication the Governing Body and teachers deliver. I am passionate about the education of the children within the area and want to take an active part in ensuring they have a healthy, happy and fruitful experience at the school. Morley Victoria is an amazing school with great ethos and values and I am privileged to be a part of it.  


Angie Walker
Hello, my name is Angela Walker. I have been involved with Morley Victoria for the past three years as clerk to governors and on retirement wanted to continue my association as governor. Apart from the knowledge I have acquired as clerk, I have also been a governor at a local primary school for the past six years. I was also a governor at a high school for 16 Years. 

Professionally, I trained as a teacher but went into social work becoming a service manager for 12 years before taking early retirement first time around. I have experience in child protection, safeguarding, safer recruitment, performance management and managing budgets. I am committed to ensuring that all children, whatever their needs, receive the best education that we can give them. I look forward to working with the staff and the children.


Kevin Precious
I completed my teacher training at Morley Victoria many years ago and have been lucky to spend my entire career here to date. I am now very proud to call myself one of the Assistant Headteachers. I was excited to join the Governing Body as I am keen to further my knowledge of all aspects of school life. I have found the experience invaluable as I am now able to contribute further to the running of the school, in addition to my role as a member of staff and gain an insight from other stakeholders perspectives.


Debbie Smith 
I have been a staff member at Morley Victoria for over 15 years and have taught in both Key Stage One and Two during this time. I am now very proud to call myself one of the Assistant Headteachers. My attraction to being a staff Governor stemmed from having a real interest in the future of Morley Victoria and being part of the SLT has enabled me to be at the forefront of that journey. In my role as a Governor I feel that I am able to act as an ambassador for the school and help to move the school forwards with the help and support of the Governing Body. I enjoy listening and participating in the discussions and decisions being made for the benefit of Morley Victoria and everyone involved in our school. I am really passionate about providing our children with a happy, safe and enriching environment where they can be inspired to learn and to encourage our children to be the best that they can possibly be.

Lisa Farmer

The role of staff governor is completely new to me, but after many years working in Secondary, then Primary education I hope to be a useful part of the team. Morley Victoria is a wonderful place to work and I am really enjoying being part of the children's learning journey.  I currently work in Year One and have a special interest in supporting the emotional well being of the  children as they make the transition from Early Years to KS1. I think that the role of staff governor will give me more insight into the internal mechanisms of the school and enhance my skills and knowledge going forwards.  


Sarah McCullagh

I began my teaching career at Morley Victoria 19 years ago in 2005 when I joined as a student teacher.  I knew immediately I'd found a great place to work and have been a classroom teacher here ever since.  Over the years, I've worked in every key stage - from nursery to year 6 - which has given me valuable insight into a child's journey from the moment they enter our school to the time when they leave us in year 6. Joining the governing body is a great opportunity for me to learn more about the inner workings of our school and an contribute further to the provision on offer to all our pupils.


David Reid 

My son is currently in Reception and over the past eight months at Morley Victoria, I have seen him thrive, not only academically but also in his confidence and emotional development. This is a testament to the school’s supportive, nurturing and inspiring environment to the children and it has motivated me to give back by offering my time and experience in supporting the school and its community. 

I am an NHS doctor currently working at Leeds Teaching Hospitals, specialising in internal medicine and Care of the Elderly. I have also gained experience in functional and occupational health through previous work with the Health Assessment Advisory Service (on behalf of the Department for Work and Pensions). The knowledge and insight I can bring to the governing board includes a broad understanding of how physical and mental health affect daily functioning, work, learning and long-term outcomes. 

I am committed to working collaboratively with fellow governors, staff, parents and the wider school community. I understand the importance of strong relationships and am fully prepared to dedicate the time required for the role. I am also eager to continue learning and to grow through the experience both personally and professionally. 
It would be a privilege to serve as a parent governor and contribute to the continued success and development of Morley Victoria for all its pupils and families. 

Nikki Alstead 
Hello, my name is Nikki, I am writing to ask for your support in becoming a Parent Governor at Morley Victoria Primary School. As a parent of two children at the school, I am truly passionate about ensuring our children receive the best possible education and support. I believe that with your vote, I can contribute positively to the school’s development, strengthen our partnership between parents and the school, and help children’s voices to be heard. 

With over 20 years of experience in childcare settings, including schools and private nurseries, I have a deep understanding of child development and the importance of providing a nurturing, inclusive environment for all children. I hold a BA Hons degree in Early Childhood Studies, and I currently work as a Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo), where I support children with additional needs to ensure they receive the right support. I am a member of the senior team and I know firsthand how crucial it is for every child to be given the tools and opportunities to succeed, and I am committed to making sure that this happens for all children I support. I work with a variety of outside agencies within my role, and my personal life, so I feel I have a lot of knowledge and skills to bring to the school. 
But I can’t do this alone. The support of parents
 is vital, and it’s for that reason that I am reaching out to you. I want to be your voice on the governing body, representing the needs of all our children, and ensuring that parents are an active part of the decision-making process. As a parent myself, I know how important it is for us to feel involved and informed. Together, we can make sure our school is a place where every child’s education is at the heart of everything we do. 

Throughout my career, I’ve been dedicated to supporting children’s growth in every way – academically, socially, and emotionally. I also volunteer as a parent helper at the local Beaver and Cub Scout group, promoting teamwork, confidence, and participation in activities that help children develop important life skills. My focus on healthy eating and encouraging physical activity with my own children demonstrates my commitment to promoting well-being both inside and outside of school.
