


MORLEY VICTORIA PRIMARY SCHOOL

POLICY ON PUPIL USE OF MOBILE PHONES

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.

This policy has due regard to the following ethos:

At Morley Victoria Primary School we will continuously strive to ensure that everyone in our school is treated with respect and dignity. Each person in our school will be given fair and equal opportunities to develop their full potential with positive regard to gender, ethnicity, cultural and religious background, faith, sexuality, or disability. The school will provide an inclusive curriculum, which will meet the needs of all its pupils including those with disabilities, special educational needs, from all cultural backgrounds and faiths and pupils with English as an additional language.

This policy will be monitored, reviewed, and amended as required by the Headteacher and Governors. It should be read along with the policies listed below:

· Health and Safety
· Anti-bullying
· Child Protection
· Online Safety

Pupils are generally not permitted or encouraged to bring mobile phones to school.  However, we do understand that many of our older children (in Years 5 and 6 only) walk to and from school alone so therefore a phone may be needed for safety purposes. In this case we ask for the following rules to be followed:

· The phone is switched off at the school gate and handed to the office each day.
· The school accepts no liability for the loss/damage of any personal equipment whilst on school premises.
· The camera on the phone is never used by a child to take photographs or video of another child or staff member, which is then published on the internet (especially social networking sites).
· If the child attends Basement Buddies, the phone should remain switched off and be handed to Basement Buddies staff – it should remain switched off until the child has been collected and has left the school building.
· These rules also apply to devices such as smart watches where any access to the internet or communication is accessible.


Pupil’s use of mobile phones at Morley Victoria Primary School follows the guidance and direction given by the Local Authority:

· Schools actively discourage pupils from bringing mobile phones to school.
· Should parents/carers need to contact pupils in an emergency, or vice versa, this should be done following the usual school procedures: via the school office, Tel No. 0113 2535253.
· Where a pupil is found by a member of staff to be using a mobile phone in school or is in possession of a mobile phone when they shouldn’t be, the phone will be taken from the pupil and handed to a senior leader who will record the name of the child and attach it to the phone. This will be recorded on CPOMS, and parents/cares will be informed. 
· The mobile phone will be stored safely in the school office and returned to the child at the end of the school day. 
· If the child is found on their phone in school again, the right to bring mobile phone onto the school premises will be revoked as the pupil has failed to adhere to school policy.
· If a pupil is found taking photographs or video footage with a mobile phone of either other pupils or staff, this will be regarded as a serious offence and disciplinary action will be taken according to the school’s Relationships and Behaviour and Acceptable Use Policies.
· If images of other pupils or staff have been taken, the phone will not be returned to the pupil until the images have been removed by the pupil in the presence of a senior leader and following a conversation with parents/carers.

Educational Visits

In addition, mobile phones/recording equipment are not to be used by pupils during educational visits. This includes phone calls/texts to parents/carers. No child will be allowed to take a mobile phone on a Residential Visit. If a pupil needs to contact home, this will be arranged through the school office and staff who are present. There is a school mobile number which is given to parents/carers before the visit for emergencies.

Events after school off school-site

If a pupil is attending an event after school and leaving the school site. They must collect their mobile phone from the school office as usual and keep this switched off throughout the duration of the event. A child should not be using their mobile phone during the event. If the child needs to contact a parent/carer they must do this with the member of staff who is responsible for the group.
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